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	Course’s title
Political Science
	Course’s code
1400231,
1400256,
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Tourism - 6B11101
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Lecturer   - Marem Buzurtanova (MA)	
e-mail	marem_buzurtanova@hotmail.com	
Telephone number	8 777 3707063	

The course is introductory by nature and is aimed at non-specialists. On listening to the lectures of of the course, the students should be familiar with the major developments throughout the history of political thought; main political ideologies, regimes, systems and institutions: as well as the goals, mechanism and institutions of domestic and foreign policy of a state.

 
	week
	Topic name
	Number of hours
	Max.
score

	[bookmark: _Hlk114398384]MODULE 1 HOW DO WE THINK ABOUT AND WHAT DO WE THINK OF POLITICS?

	1
	Lec 1. Political though in the ancient times
	1
	5

	2
	Lec 2. Political thought in the medieval Europe and the Middle East
	1
	5

	3
	Lec 3.  Political thought during the Renaissance and Enlightenment
	1
	5

	4
	Lec 4.  Political though of the 19th century
	1
	5

	5
	Lec 5. Political though in the 20th and 21st century
	1
	5

	6
	Lec 6.  Political science the origins and evolution. The major concepts of Political Science: State and Power
	1
	5

	7
	Lec 7.  Political Spectrum and Political Ideology 
	1
	5

	[bookmark: _Hlk114398400]MODULE 2 HOW DO WE DO POLITICS?

	8
	Lec 8.  Political Institutions 
	1
	2

	9
	Lec 9.  Political Regimes 
	1
	2

	10
	Lec 10 Political Systems 
	1
	2

	11
	Lec 11 Separation of Powers: Legislative Branch of Government 
	1
	2

	12
	Lec 12 Separation of Powers: Executive and Judicial branches of Government 
	1
	2

	13
	Lec 13 Domestic Policy of States 
	1
	2

	14
	Lec 14 International Relations and Foreign Policy 
	1
	2

	15
	Lec 15 Political Crises and their Resolutions 
	1
	2




MODULE 1 HOW DO WE THINK ABOUT AND WHAT DO WE THINK OF POLITICS?

LECTURE 1. POLITICAL THOUGH IN THE ANCIENT TIMES

[bookmark: _Hlk114398684]LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Pre-history and history, origin of states;
· Classical Greece, the Athenian democracy;
· Socrates;
· Plato;
· Aristotle;
· The Rome: Cicero.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Prehistoric times; Hunter-gathering; Stateless societies; Productive economy; agriculture; distribution of labor; Inequality; power; coercive power; ecumenic power; distribution of resources; violence and use of force; ideology; historical myth; narratives; religion; law; theological nature of power – god(s)-given power; positivist nature of power – manmade power; democracy; demos; civil rights; direct democracy; voting and elections; critical thinking; public intellectual; Socratic method; mob rule; platinic (school of thought); induction and deduction; empirical facts; ideal forms; materialist and idealist philosophy (ontology and epistemology); radical and moderate political philosophy; ruler king(s); political system (constitution); monarchy; tyranny; aristocracy; oligarchy; polity; social animal /political animal; natural law; republic; civil society; rule of law; balance of interests.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
· What is the difference between pre-historic and historic era?
· What is the notion of civilization comprised of?
· What are the consequences of productive economy?
· Which are the earliest states in human history? How would you describe them?
· What do you know about the Athenian democracy?
· Who was Socrates and why is he so important?
· What did Plato think about True Knowledge?
· Why did Plato think that the government of the Ruler Kings would be the best one? 
· What kind of the myth did Plato offered to enforce the would-be government of the Ruler Kings? 
· Why and how Aristotle is opposite of Plato?
· What are the variants of constitutions according to Aristotle? What are his criteria of distinction?
· What is the best possible constitution according to Aristotle?   
· What is a republic?
· How Roman Republic was displaced by the Empire? 
· What are the main political values and ideas of Cicero? 

LECTURE 2. POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE MEDIEVAL EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST

LECTURE OUTLINE:
· the collapse of Roman Empire;
· monotheism and political thinking; 
· the establishment of Caliphate;
· al-Farabi;
· feudal Europe;
· Saint Augustine and Thomas Aquinas.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Middle ages; Medieval Europe; Islamic renaissance; Monotheism; theological understanding of power and politics; traditional society; agrarian society; pre-industrial society; Feudal state; Al Farabi; Virtuous City; Prophet Ruler; Saint Augustin; Thomas Aquinas; original sin; afterlife; redemption; absolute monarchy.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
· What are the Dark Ages and how did it differ from the Middle Ages?
· How was medieval Caliphate different from the feudal Europe?
· How did monotheism (Christianity and Islam) influence political thinking?
· [bookmark: _Hlk114417997]What is the significance of al-Farabi as a political philosopher? 
· What is the significance of Saint Augustine as a political philosopher? 
· What is the significance of Thomas Aquinas as a political philosopher? 

LECTURE  3.  POLITICAL THOUGHT DURING THE RENAISSANCE AND ENLIGHTENMENT

LECTURE OUTLINE:
-	influence of Renaissance on political thinking in Europe;
-	two major books of Machiavelli;
-	modernity and scientific revolution;
-	rationalism in political thinking;
-	idea of Social Contract
- 	social contracts of Hobbes, Lock and Rousseau.


MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Renaissance; secularism; materialism; individualism; anthropocentrism; urbanization; middle class; modernity; social mobility; scientific revolution; rationalism, rationalist political thinking; Social Contract; Hobbes, Lock and Rousseau. 

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
· What does the term “renaissance” mean and when did it start?
· What is the influence of Renaissance on political thinking in Europe?
· What are the two major books of Machiavelli? What are they about? 
· What is modernity?
· What is scientific revolution?
· What is rationalism, rationalist political thinking?
· What is the main idea of Social Contract?
· How did the social contracts differ according to Hobbes, Lock and Rousseau?
LECTURE 4.  POLITICAL THOUGH OF THE 19TH CENTURY

LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Capitalism; imperialism; great powers; industrial revolution;
· Ideology;
· Conservatism (Burk);
· Liberalism (Mill);
· Socialism (Marx);
· Nationalism. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
[bookmark: _Hlk114921358]Capitalism, industrial revolution, urbanization, industrial economy, imperialism, bourgeois revolutions, reaction, restoration (of monarchy); colonialism; great powers; parliamentarism; universal suffrage; pluralism; ideology; liberalism, conservatism, socialism.  

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
What is the difference of capitalism from feudalism in economic, social, and political terms?
What are the origins and consequences of industrial revolution?
Why is the XIX century often remembered as a century of imperialism?
What were the causes and consequences of  bourgeois revolutions?
How did parliamentarism, pluralism and universal suffrage influence the development of ideology? 
[bookmark: _Hlk114921643]What are the major premises of liberalism economically, socially, and politically?
What are the major premises of conservatism economically, socially, and politically?
What are the major premises of socialism economically, socially, and politically?

LECTURE  5. POLITICAL THOUGH IN THE 20TH AND 21ST CENTURY	
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· [bookmark: _Hlk114921935]The WWI;
· The politics of masses;
· Nationalism:
· Communism;
· Fascism;
· Post-world-war consensus and cold war;
· Pessimism in political thinking; existentialism, Frankfurt School, critical theory, post-modernism;
· Neo-liberalism and Ayn Rand;
· Fukuyama’s End of History;
· Huntington’s Clash of Civilizations;
· Sandel’s Return to Ethics in Politics. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
The WWI; masses; political ationalism: communism; fascism; post-world-war consensus; well-fare state, cold war; existentialism, Frankfurt School, critical theory, post-modernism; neo-liberalism; liberal hegemonism; globalization, liberalization, democratization, Clash of Civilizations;  terrorism; technocratic understanding of politics.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	how is the politics of masses a consequence of the he WWI?
-	What are the major premises of political nationalism, national liberation, self-determination, nation-state?
-	What are the major premises of communism?
-	What are the origins of fascism?
-	Describe the post-world-war consensus within the Western European countries in the USA and their cold war with the USSR;
-	What is the reason of pessimism in political thinking such as existentialism, Frankfurt School, critical theory, post-modernism?
-	What is the context of neo-liberalism and its implications?
-	What is the major thesis of Fukuyama’s End of History?
-	What is the major thesis of Huntington’s Clash of Civilizations?
-	How did Sandel describes the return of ethics and political philosophy?



LECTURE  6.  POLITICAL SCIENCE THE ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION. THE MAJOR CONCEPTS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE: STATE AND POWER	

LECTURE OUTLINE:
· The origins of political science and its role in social science;
· Political science; the scope and subject mater;
· The major concepts political science operate with;
· The notion and practice of “state”, its origins and contemporary functions;
· The notion of “power”; the problem of definition. 

MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Political science; social science; scope of enquiry and subject mater; political research methods; unit of analysis, level of analysis, notion of “state”, origins of state; contemporary functions of state; notion of “power”; definition of power; power relations, politics VS policy; government VS governance; political systems, political regimes; political institutions; political actors; political behavior. 

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
· [bookmark: _Hlk114922725]What are the origins of political science and its role in social science?
· What does political science study? What is its scope and subject mater?
· What are the major concepts political science operate with?
· What does the term “state” mean? What are its origins and contemporary functions?
· What is the problem of definition of “power”?

LECTURE  7.  POLITICAL SPECTRUM AND POLITICAL IDEOLOGY 	

LECTURE OUTLINE:
· [bookmark: _Hlk114986579]political behavior and political ideology;
· political spectrum; history and contemporary state;
· chronology of political ideologies;
· liberalism;
· conservatism;
· Socialism;
· Moderate and radical ideologies;
· Economic and social dimension of right-left divide. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Idea and ideology; political behavior; political systems, political regimes; political institutions; political actors; political spectrum; liberalism; liberty; private property; civil rights; civil society; equality, rule of law; lesser-fair capitalism, small state; entrepreneurship; individualism; social Darwinism; conservatism; etatist; hierarchy; social order; reformism; normally; collectivism; community; self-governance; socialism; social conditions; solidarity; redistribution; well-fare state; extreme right; fascism; fundamentalism; extreme liberal; libertarianism; capitalist anarchy; extreme left; communism; anarchism; abplition of private property.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:

-	what are the relations between political behavior and political ideology?
- 	what are necessary characteristics of political ideology?
-	what is political spectrum? Historically, how dis the right-left division emerge?  
-	in term of chronology of political ideologies, which one emerge the first? Why? 
-	what are the major premises of liberalism?
-	what are the major premises of conservatism?
-	what are the major premises of socialism?
-	how do moderate and radical ideologies differ from each other?
-	why the distinction of economic and social dimension of right-left divide is important? 


***

MODULE 2 HOW DO WE DO POLITICS?

LECTURE 8.  POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS: OVERVIEW 
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Political institutions as social institutions;
· State as a political institution;
· Functions of political institutions;
· Head of state;
· Government;
· Parliament;
· Court-system;
· Political parties;
· Elections;
· Political movements;
· Public administration. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
contemporary functions of state; power relations, politics VS policy; government VS governance; political systems, political regimes; political institutions; political actors; political behavior; Political institutions as social institutions; State as a political institution; Head of state; Government; Parliament; Court system; Political parties; Elections; Political movements; Public administration.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
· How do political institutions differ from other  social institutions?
· Why is state a main political institution?
· What are the functions of political institutions?
· What are the types and functions of head of state as political institution?
· What are types and functions of government?
· What are types and functions of parliament?
· What are the functions of ourt system as political institution?
· What are the types and goals of political parties?
· What are the types and procedures of elections?
· What are political movements and how are they different from political parties?
· What is public administration and what is its function? 



LECTURE  9.  POLITICAL SYSTEMS 	 
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Political organization and polity;
· Political system in sociology and political science;
· Centralized vs decentralized PSs;
· [bookmark: _Hlk114993953]Unitary states vs federations (confederations);
· Republics VS monarchies;
· Parliamentary VS presidential systems;
· Political system and form of government in Kazakhstan. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Political organization; polity; political system; centralized vs decentralized political systems; unitary state; federative state; confederation; republican system; monarchy; parliamentary system; presidential republic.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	What are the differences between unitary states vs federations (confederations)?
-	How are republics and monarchies different from and similar to each other?
-	What are the features of parliamentary and presidential systems, what are their advantages and disadvantages? 
- 	Describe the political system in Kazakhstan in details. 


LECTURE  10 POLITICAL REGIMES
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Political regimes VS political system VS form of government;
· Classification of political regimes; criteria.
· Dichotomy: democratic and non-democratic political regimes;
· Beyond dichotomy: Linz, Stephan; Blondel; Powell and Arnold, Dahl;
· Political regime in Kazakhstan.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Political regimes; political system;  form of government; criteria of political regimes classification; succession of power; level of violence and coercion; completeness; pluralism; exclusion or inclusion of elites; popular political engagement; rule of law; political institutions; civil rights and human rights, political freedom; democratic regime; non-democratic political regime; consolidation (absolutization of power- absolute monarchy; separation of power – presidential system; complementary powers – parliamentary system; aristocracy, oligarchy; plutocracy; tyranny; dictatorship; totalitarianism; post-totalitarianism; traditional (closed and homogeneous); competitive oligarchy (open, exclusive); authoritarian bureaucratic (closed, exclusive);authoritarian egalitarian regime; authoritarian inegalitarian; liberal democracy, hybrid regime; 

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	what is the difference between political regimes, political system and form of government?
-	What are the criteria of classification of political regimes?
-	What is dichotomy of political regimes between  democratic and non-democratic?
-	What are alternative classifications beyond dichotomy of Linz, Stephan; Blondel; Powell and Arnold, Dahl?
- 	What kind of political regimes did exist in Kazakhstan historically?
- 	What is the political regies of contemporary Kazakhstan? 


LECTURE  11 SEPARATION OF POWERS: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT 	

LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Forms of government; revision;
· Separation of powers;
· Legislative branch – parliament;
· Types and compositions of parliaments; upper and lower chambers;
· Functions and powers of parliament;
· Parliamentarian elections; majoritarian and proportional systems;
· Parliamentarian majority, ruling party; parliamentarian coalitions and coalitional government;
· Parliamentarian (official) opposition;
· Political parties;
· Types of party systems;
· Legislative power in Kazakhstan. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Form of government; separation of powers; checks and balances; legislative branch of government – parliament; upper and lower chambers of parliament; functions and powers of parliament; parliamentarian elections; majoritarian and proportional election systems; parliamentarian majority, ruling party; parliamentarian coalitions; coalitional government; parliamentarian (official/constructive) opposition; political parties; types of party systems.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:

· What is form of government? How is it similar to/different from political system and political regime?
· What is the principle of separation of powers, what is its purpose?
· What types and compositions of parliaments do you know?
· What are the functions and powers of parliament?
· What are the functions and powers of parliament under the Constitution of Kazakhstan?
· How are parliamentarian elections conducted in majoritarian and proportional systems?
· What is parliamentarian majority?
· What is  ruling party?
· What is parliamentarian coalitions:
· When and how coalitional governments are established?
· What is the role of parliamentarian (official) opposition?
· What are the types and goals of political parties?
· What types of party systems do you know?
· How does the legislative power work in Kazakhstan?

LECTURE 12 SEPARATION OF POWERS: EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· [bookmark: _Hlk115006260]Separation of powers;
· Checks and balances;
· Executive branch of government;
· Office of prime minister in presidential and parliamentary systems;
· Political and technocratic dimensions of executive power;
· Geographical dimension of executive power;
· National security and law enforcement;
· Economic, industrial and monetary policies;
· Social policies, demographics, education, healthcare and others;
· Executive power in Kazakhstan;
· Court system as a branch of government;
· Court system in Kazakhstan. 
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
Separation of powers; Checks and balances; Executive branch of government; Office of prime minister in presidential and parliamentary systems; Political and technocratic dimensions of executive power; balance of power; distribution of powers; chain of responsibility; public administration; Geographical dimension of executive power; local government; National security and law enforcement; police, security services and armed forces;  Economic, industrial and monetary policies; state budget; deficit and proficit of budget; Social policies, welfare and social security; unemployment; demographics, education, healthcare; Court system; criminal code and criminal courts; administrative code and administrative courts; civil courts; jurisdiction; supreme court; constitutional court. 

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	what is the rationale behind the principle of separation of powers?
-	what is the executive branch of government?
-	how do the powers of the office of prime minister differ in presidential and parliamentary systems?
-	what are political and technocratic dimensions of executive power?
-	what is geographical dimension of executive power and why local government is so important?
-	who is responsible for maintenance of national security and law enforcement? How?
-	what is the difference between neo-liberal and other variants of economic, industrial and monetary policies?
-	how is executive power in Kazakhstan established and executed?
-	how is the ourt system in Kazakhstan organized and working?


LECTURE  13 DOMESTIC POLICY OF STATES 
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Domestic policy of a state: goals, means and institutions;
· Domestic policy of a state: directions, dimensions and priorities;
· Zhana Kazakhstan and domestic policy dimensions; political, economic and social.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
goals, means and institutions of domestic policy of a state;  directions, dimensions and priorities can a state have in its domestic policy; modernization, industrialization, liberalization (political); liberalization (economic); redistribution; investment climate; state interference and regulation; democratization; mobilization; reformation; white paper and green paper and other documentation; strategy and program.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
[bookmark: _Hlk115007309]-	What are the goals, means and institutions of domestic policy of a state?
-	What directions, dimensions and priorities can a state have in its Domestic policy? Why? 
-	What domestic policy; political, economic and social dimensions of Zhana Kazakhstan? Constitutional reform? Other legal development? President’s initiatives and strategies?


LECTURE  14 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND FOREIGN POLICY 	
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· State as a sovereign actor in international system;
· National interests;
· Foreign policy; goals and means;
· Foreign policy and the parliament;
· Foreign policy and Ministry of foreign Affairs;
· Foreign policy and diplomacy;
· Diplomatic relations and diplomatic missions; 
· Bilateral and multilateral diplomacy?
· Concept of Foreign Policy of Kazakhstan until 2030.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
definition of state in international law; sovereignty, political independence; territorial integrity; inviolability of state borders; national security and national interests; goals and means of foreign policy; diplomacy, diplomatic relations; diplomatic missions; recognition  of states and government; bilateral diplomacy; multilateral diplomacy;  international intergovernmental organizations; UN, OSCE, SCO, CSTO; CICA; OIC; OTS; EAEU; multivector foreign policy.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	what is a definition of state in international law?
- 	what are sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity as well as inviolability of state borders? 
-	what are national security and national interests?
-	what are the goals and means of foreign policy of a state? 
-	what is the difference of bilateral and multilateral diplomacy?
- 	what is multivector foreign policy course of Kazakhstan? What is its purpose?
- 	which international intergovernmental organizations is Kazakhstan member of on global and regional levels?
-	what are the major goals and directions of the Concept of Foreign Policy of Kazakhstan until 2030?

LECTURE  15 POLITICAL CRISES AND THEIR RESOLUTIONS 	
LECTURE OUTLINE:
· Nation of conflict;
· State as institution to regulate conflict.
· Conflict of interests;
· Political crises; parliamentarian, governmental, national;
· Means of conflict/crises resolution in politics.
MAIN CONCEPTS AND TERMS:
conflict; dispute; crisis; conflict of interests; disagreement; agreement; consensus; compromise; civil society, political movement; political crises; parliamentarian crisis and its resolution, governmental crises and its resolution, national crisis and its resolution; rule of law; law enforcement; social order and safety; political violence; State of Emergency; international conflict; conflict of non-international character.

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CHECK QUESTIONS:
-	what is a conflict?
-	how is state an institution to regulate conflicts?
-	what is conflict of interests?
- 	what are the parties to the conflict?
-	how do the types of political crises differ; parliamentarian, governmental, national?
-	what means of conflict/crises resolution do the society and the state have?


Literature:
1.	R. A., Binder, S. A., & Rockman, B. A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political institutions. Oxford University Press.
2.	Dryzek, J. S., Honig, B., & Phillips, A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political theory (Vol. 1). Oxford University Press.
3.	Alexander, J. (2015). The major ideologies of liberalism, socialism and conservatism. Political Studies, 63(5), 980-994.
4.	Rawls, J. (2008). Lectures on the history of political philosophy. Harvard University Press. Rhodes,
5.	Ball, T., & Bellamy, R. (Eds.). (2003). The Cambridge history of twentieth-century political thought. Cambridge University Press. 
6.	Weingast, B. R., & Wittman, D. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political economy.


Internet resources:
STANFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHILOSOPHY
https://plato.stanford.edu 

HISTORY OF IDEAS. BBC radio 4 series: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04bwydw 

IN OUR TIME is one of BBC Radio 4's most successful discussion programmes presented by Melvyn Bragg, its 808 episodes have been aired and the series attracts a weekly audience exceeding two million listeners: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Dw1c7rxs6DmyK0pMRwpMq1/archive 

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT ANY GAPS (podcasts): Peter Adamson, Professor of Philosophy at the LMU in Munich and at King's College London, takes listeners through the history of philosophy, "without any gaps." The series looks at the ideas, lives and historical context of the major philosophers as well as the lesser-known figures of the tradition including, Classics, Medieval Europe, Islamic World, India and others: https://historyofphilosophy.net/all-episodes

INVENTING CIVILIZATIONS You Tube educational channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbMKtQDvISi3DCoQgslang 

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY YouTube educational channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAMNEnixjT-RO9KiDb3E2iw
